
IRMC Extended Learning Opportunities Subcommittee 
February 23, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes 

4:30pm 
Virtual Meeting 

 
The IRMC Extended Learning Opportunities Subcommittee is established to oversee 

coordination, research, and planning statewide for before and after school and summer 
learning programs for school-age children and advise the General Assembly and the 

Governor. 
 
Attendees:  Tina Shockley, Regina Sidney-Brown John Hulse, Meredith Seitz, 
Tiyana Prince, Denise Stouffer, Yolanda Rushdan, Candice Buchanan (Chair), 
Tammy Croce, Yvette Sanchez Fuentes, Jeffrey Menzer 
 
The meeting began at 4:35 p.m.  The Chair welcomed everyone and thanked them for 

attending this special meeting of the Extended Learning Opportunities Subcommittee.  

The Chair asked if anyone knew of someone who would be interested in serving on the 

ELOS as a public member from Sussex County. Candice and Tina will discuss some 

names that Candice had forwarded previously. 

A quorum was not present, therefore the group was unable to vote on the January 12, 

2021 meeting minutes.   Tina noted that an official vote is noted needed to include the 

ELOS page in the 2020 IRMC Annual Report, as ELOS members would be able to provide 

input on the report at the March 9, 2021 meeting.  

Unfortunately the COVID-19 Relief Funding Recommendation was not ready for group 

discussion at this time.  The Chair suggested we draft a letter in support of the CARES 

Act Funding, much like we did for the Technology Equity issue in December 2020.   This 

will be discussed further at the March 9, 2021 meeting.  

The Chair encouraged everyone to participate in the deliverables that we are working on. 

Everyone’s engagement is needed, especially as each member is a content expert who 

has the power to help move this work forward. 

Denise agreed that a statement letter would be great to do. She also suggested we gather 

information on how educators used the first round of CARES Act Funding.   This would 

highlight how such funding could be used.  The stories should highlight what was 

effective/ineffective, and what barriers were faced, as well as what was successful.   She 

suggested we solicit feedback from those not only in the extended learning field, but also 

those working in early child care and K-12 settings.  The hope is to create a “brag list”.  

We want to show how we are supporting individuals during the pandemic and what we 

can do to assist in learning recovery.    

It was suggested that we work with John Hulse to pull some stories from the 21st Century 

Community Learning Centers, and gather early care stories from Connie and Yvette.  

Additionally it was suggested that Jeffrey Menzer provide some thoughts on use of 



funding in the K-12 setting.  Denise noted she could provide some information from the 

charter community. Everyone was asked to get their stories to Tina by March 5, 2021. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending this special meeting. The meeting adjourned 

at 4:45 p.m. 


